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latter had a greater sense of Catholic orthodoxy than the Portuguese,
a sterner feeling with regard to punishment; but in either case there
remained from the struggle against the Moors a prophylactic hatred
of the heretic.

At bottom this religious purism, like the most modern and char-
acteristically Anglo-Saxon or Teutonic purism of race, almost always
originates in and feeds upon economic antagonisms. Nothing other
than economic in essence were those wars between the Christians and
the Moors out of which was to come the ardent nationalism of the
Portuguese. If I consider the matter from the religious aspect, it is
that we are here less concerned with essential motives than with
mystical form. Joao Lucio de Azevedo has observed: "In the recon-
quest the principal basis was not religion, nor was it race." 12 And in
his study of "Economic Organization" he strikes the same note: in
the wars of reconquest Moors and Christians were indiscriminately
dispossessed and enslaved. As a consequence: "Christians at times
fought against those of their own faith, alongside the Saracens, thus
defending the possession of their property and their freedom." It may
be stated that in these cases dispossession and enslavement resulted
to the advantage not so much of the old Hispano-Romans as to that
of certain elements that were "in origin foreign to the soil, as much
as the Saracens could possibly have been."13

A large majority of these elements were new to the peninsula; they
were foreign-comers. Blond adventurers out of the north who took
advantage of the wars or crusades against the infidels to set themselves
up as a propertied class, thanks to the pleasing legend of Christian re-
conquest. The truth is that this adventurous element very often found
its initial capital in the Mozarabic war-captive, who was, of course, a
Christian; and it was the cattle, land, and other possessions of these
coreligionists, as well as those of the infidels, that they appropriated.

It is on the mystic-religious side, however, that the reconquest
movement takes on definite form. As a movement of Christians'against
unbelievers. "When it came to applying a designation to the inhabitant
of the peninsula who was free of the yoke of Islam, there was but
one, that of Christians" Alexandre Herculano tells us14 in speaking
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